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PR091334Z AUG 77 
FM AMCONSUL BELFAST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1744 
INFO AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
USNAVCOMMSTA LONDONDERRY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS BELFAST 250 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, UK, El 

SUBJECT: ROYAL VISIT AND INTERNMENT ANNIVERSARY 

REF: BELFAST 249 

1 . BONFIRES, VEHICLE HIJACKINGS, BARRICADES, SPORADIC 
RIOTING AND THE BANGING OF (GARBAGE) BIN-LIDS BEGINNING 
IN CATHOLIC AREAS AT 2 A.M. TODAY SIGNALED THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF INTERNMENT, AUGUST 9, 1971. PROVISIONAL SINN FEIN AND 
THE PROVISIONAL IRA ARE SEEKING TO MAKE THE MOST OF THE 
PRESENCE OF HUNDREDS OF JOURNALISTS HERE TO COVER THE ROYAL 
JUBILEE VISIT BEGINNING TOMORROW. JUDGING BY THE BRITISH 
PRESS THIS MORNING, THEY ARE GETTING THE ATTENTION THEY SEEK. 

THERE IS LITTLE DISCERNIBLE POPULAR SENTIMENT OPPOSING THE 
ROYAL VISIT. MOST OF THE RESIDENTS OF ANDERSONSTOWN, ARDOYNE, 

THE FALLS, NEW LODGE, SHORT STRAND AND BALLYMURPHY WOULD PREFER 
TO LET THE EVENTS PASS QUIETLY BUT THERE ARE ENOUGH ACTIVISTS 
TO CREATE CONDITIONS OF NEAR ANARCHY. AT LEAST SEVEN VEHICLES, 
MOSTLY PRIVATE AUTOMOBILES, WERE HI-JACKED AND BURNED ON THE 
FALLS LAST NIGHT AND THE ARMY WAS KEPT BUSY DISMANTLING BARRICADES 
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AND KEEPING MAIN STREETS OPEN. THE MOST SERIOUS INCIDENT OCCURRED 
ABOUT 1 100 TODAY WHEN THE ARMY SHOT DEAD A YOUTH IN THE ACT OF 
THROWING A MOLOTOV COCKTAIL. THE ARMY SAID HE WAS 17 YEARS OLD. 
PROVISIONAL SINN FEIN CLAIMED HE WAS 14. SINCE AUGUST 4 THERE 
HAVE BEEN TWO WAVES OF HOAX BOMB THREATS THAT HAVE PARALYZED 
DOWNTOWN BELFAST, TWO SOLDIERS HAVE BEEN SHOT AND WOUNDED IN 
LONDONDERRY, A PLAIN CLOTHES POLICEMAN WAS DISCOVERED AND SHOT AT 
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A BARRICADE IN WEST BELFAST, AND THE SLIEVE DONARD HOTEL IN 
NEWCASTLE WAS BOMBED. 

2. THE MAIN CONFRONTATION IS EXPECTED TOMORROW AUGUST 10 WHEN 
PROVISIONAL SINN FEIN WILL ATTEMPT A PROTEST MARCH DOWN THE 
FALLS ROAD TO THE BELFAST CITY HALL. THE ULSTER DEFENSE 
ASSOCIATION APPARENTLY HAS ABANDONED PLANS TO RALLY AT THE 

CITY HALL AT THE SAME TIME. HOWEVER THE ROYAL ULSTER CONSTABULARLY, 
WITH THE ARMY IN A BACK-UP ROLE, WILL MEET THE MARCHERS AS CASTLE 
STREET AT THE BOTTOM OF THE FALLS AND WILL PREVENT THEM FROM 
CONTINUING. THE ZEAL OF THE MARCHERS WILL BE HEIGHTENED BY 
THE WIDESPREAD BELIEF IN THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY THAT SECURITY 
FORCES HAVE OPERATED A "MINI-INTERNMENT," ROUNDING UP KNOWN 
PROVISIONAL ACTIVISTS TO HOLD THEM "FOR QUESTIONING" DURING 
THE ROYAL VISIT. 

3. POLITICAL REPERCUSSIONS LOCALLY FROM ROYAL VISIT MAY BE 
PROFOUND. PUBLIC REFUSAL OF SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND LABOUR 
PARTY (SDLP) LEADERS GERRY FITT AND JOHN HUME TO PARTICIPATE 
IN ANY LOCAL JUBILEE ACTIVITIES HAVE EVOKED HOSTILE UNIONIST 
RESPONSES. HUME CHARACTERIZED THE TIMING (BETWEEN THE DATES 
OF AUGUST 9 AND 12) AS INSENSITIVE AND IRRESPONSIBLE, DESIGNED 
TO "TO IDENTIFY THE MONARCH WITH THE MOST TRIUMPHALIST SECTION 
OF LOYALIST TRADITION." OFFICIAL UNIONIST JOHN TAYLOR SAID 
WHILE MANY CATHOLICS WOULD ATTEND JUBILEE RECEPTIONS, HUME 
ATTITUDE DEMONSTRATED UNFITNESS OF SDLP TO PARTICIPATE IN ULSTER 
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GOVERNMENT. ANNEE DICKSON LEADER OF UNIONIST PARTY NORTHERN 
IRELAND ALSO CRITICIZED SDLP POSTURE. THOSE LESS MODERATE HAVE 
YET TO BE HEARD. SPICER 
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